
 

 

  

The Maya 

What happened to the Maya? 
Around 900, many cities in the southern lowlands were 
abandoned but states in the uplands of the Yucatan 
peninsula continued to flourish until the arrival of the 
Spanish in 1502. One belief is that the Toltecs and the 
Aztecs took over with their own empires but later, when 
the Spanish arrived, they  rought disease and forced them 
to give up their gods and become Christians. 

Books to read with this 
topic… 

Mayan Gods 
 

 

Who were the Maya?  
The Maya were an ancient civilisation of people who 
lived in an area that used to be known as Mesoamerica. 
People had lived in the area from around 5000BC but it 
wasn’t until around 300BC that the first cities started to 
form. Before this people were hunter gatherers, or lived 
in small villages. 

Where did the Maya live?  
 

 



 

 

 


