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          Autumn 1 2025 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

A Warm Welcome! 
Welcome to our very first newsletter of the school year! We are absolutely thrilled that it has been such a 
positive start to the year with your children. It has been great seeing them excited to meet their new 
teachers and their friends. There has been a lovely ethos throughout the school; children focused on their 
learning and showing kindness to others – it’s been great to be a part of. 
 
Staffing News 
As you may have noticed, Mrs Brewer-Martin has not yet been able to take up her role as head of school, 
as announced in the newsletter before the summer break. She is off for personal reasons, but we hope to 
see her back in school very shortly. 
 
In the meantime, I'd like to thank our whole staff team for pulling together so magnificently in her 
absence to ensure that the children have been able to enjoy such an incredibly positive start to the school 
year. In particular I'd like to thank Mrs Flint, Mrs Cleghorn and Mrs Down who are all new to their senior 
leadership posts, but have really stepped up to ensure the school is running smoothly.  
 
We are so lucky to have such a wonderful team here at Swaythling Primary. 
 
 
Year R 
 
Year R have made a wonderful beginning, starting their first full week last 
week. They are starting to learn new routines and make new friends. Last 
week drawing portraits of themselves using mirrors and starting to 
describe how they look. They were fantastic. 
 
 
 
 
Year 4 
 

Year 4 have had a fantastic start to the year! In English, we have begun exploring The Iron Man and are 
already enjoying diving into the story. In Maths, we’ve been working hard on place value, building strong 
foundations for the year ahead. We’ve also loved getting creative in class and are especially excited to 
begin our new Science topic on electricity – it’s going to be a bright spark of learning! 
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Year 5 
 
Year 5 have made an excellent start to the term and have quickly settled back into school life. In our first 
week back, we learned about famous figures and how they were once young people with a dream! As part 
of this, we created some incredible black hole art work inspired by the work of Stephen Hawking.  
 

   
In English, the children have enjoyed learning about the historical context of the 'Hidden Figures' behind 
the scenes in the 'Space Race' and in Maths the children have continued to consolidate their 
understanding of Place Value. 
 
Year 6 

 
Have had a brilliant start to the year. We have been so impressed with how they have stepped up as a class 
to being role models for the younger children and how focused and settled they have been in class. We 
have had a busy couple of weeks catching up about our summer breaks, enjoying lots of activities based 
around a selection of Little People Big Dreams books, and even hosted a visit from Cantell which was very 
exciting. Not only that, but we have also introduced our new class pets - six White Cloud Mountain 
minnow fish which we have had lots of fun naming. I really am so proud of Year 6 for a superb start to the 
school year. 
 
Flu Vaccinations 
 
On 9th October, the school immunisations team will visit us to administer flu vaccinations. To make the 
booking process simple, we've provided a QR code on the flyer sent home earlier this week 
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Year 5 Bikeability  

Pedal Power are coming to school for a week from 22nd 

September 2025.  They will provide free bikeability 

training during the school day, they can also provide 

children with a bike and helmet for those who do not 

have either or.  Please use the QR code to sign your child 

up. Thank you.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After school Clubs 

We are in the process of finalising our school led after school clubs. It has been decided that we are going 

to run them slightly differently this year, over a term rather than a different club every half term.  Please 

look out for an email for your child’s year group to sign up over the coming weeks. 
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Secondary school applications 

Secondary school applications are now open, see link below.  Many Secondary Schools are holding open 

evenings, we have included some helpful information for you below. 

https://ems.southampton.gov.uk/CitizenPortal_LIVE 

 
 
 
Housekeeping Reminders 
 

• Parking: Please avoid parking on the yellow lines outside school and be mindful of our neighbours 
by not blocking driveways or dropped curbs. 

 

• Dogs on Site: We kindly remind parents that dogs are not permitted on school grounds. If you 
walk to school with your dog, please ensure they wait outside on the pavement. 

 

• Nut-Free School: As we have students with severe nut allergies, we ask that no nut-based 
products (including Nutella) be packed in lunches. Thank you for helping us maintain a safe 
environment for all. 

 

• Trips & Dinner Money: Exciting school trips are planned for this year! We’ll notify you about your 
child’s trip as the date approaches. Payments can be made via SCOPAY. Please also ensure any 
outstanding dinner money balances are topped up. Thank you for your support! 

 

 

 

 

 

https://ems.southampton.gov.uk/CitizenPortal_LIVE
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October half term 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

Thursday 9th October 2025 – Flu Vaccination 
Tuesday 21st October 2025 – Harvest Festival 

Friday 24th October - Individual School Photographs 
Monday 27th October to Friday 31st October – Half Term 

Friday 28th November – Inset day 
 
 
 
 
   
 


